
PROCEEDINGS JN CONGRESS.|
IN THE SENATE.

Mr \LLEN from the Committee on Foieign Relation*,
to whom was reared the joint resolution to abrogate and an¬

nul the convention of the 6th August, 1827, reported the same
with an amendment. The resolution, as amended, is as follows
A Joint Resolution to annul and abrogate the convention of the

«i ah duv of August, one thousand eighthundred andtwentv-
seven oet*ecu the United States of America and Great Bri¬
tain relative to the country westward of the Stony or Rocky
Mountains.
Reaohtd by the Senate and Hoxine of Representative* of the

United State's ofAmerica, in Congress assembled, That, in vir¬
tue of the second article ot the convention of the sixth ot Au¬
gust, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, between
the United States of America and Great Britain, relative to the
country westward of the Stony or Rocky Mountains, the Uni¬
ted States of America do now think lit to annul and abrogate
that convention, and the said convention i» hereby according )
entirely annulled and abrogated Provided, That thisi resolu¬
tion shall take effect after the expiration of the term of tweise
month* from the dav on which due notice shall have been g'^'nto Great Britain of'the passage of this resolution. And tne
President of the United States is hereby authon/.ed and requir¬
ed to give such notice, and also, at the expiration of said con¬

vention, to issue his proclamation letting forth Uiat tat

Mr. ALLEN observed that at some early day in the be¬
ginning of next week he would move that the Senate tu e up
this resolution, with'a view to assign some particular day lor
its consideration. The reason why he did not now make a

motion for the purpose of fixing a day was, that he was gisen
to understand bv an honorable Senator that he was desirous,
when this motion should be made, of raising a preliminary
question, which it would probably be best to dispose of pre¬
vious to the final action of the Senate upon the resolution he
had reported, so as to keep the discussion ot the two questions
separate and distinct tirom each other.
The joint resolution was then ordered to he on the table am

be printed for the use of the Senate.
THE ARMY.

The bill li>r raising a regiment of mounted riflemen being
under consideration as in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. BENTON made a few observations in relation to tne

views of the committee from which the bill had been reported.
The bill had been prepared, he said, exclusively as a peace
measure, having 110 reference to war or the rumors of war, but
growing entiiely out of the extension of our settlements on

the frontier. It was soentiielv and exclusively intended for the
preservation of good order :ind the protection of our settle¬
ments, that if he held in his hand to-lay a bond for the con¬

tinuance of peace with all the wjrld, he would still say that
this bill was necessary; it was necessary as a part ol the

permanent peace establishment of this country ; and it was in

this point of view that he desired it should l»e consideredI by
the Senate, and not as touching upon the question ol our for¬
eign relations. The only material quesUon, as he regarded it,
would be, whether it would not be more advisable that two
regiment* should be raised instead of one, in consequence o

the in eat extension of our southwestern frontier and in con¬

sequence of the great number of Indians with whom we shall
be brought in contact. At present, however, it was propped
that one regiment should be raised, and a corps of mounted
riflemen wan considered the most efficient corps that could be
r ased for the particular service which they would have to per¬
form. The line of military stations on the roate to Oregon
would require the service of a corps of this description, not
onlv for their defence, but for the construction, in the first in¬
stance, of the stockades or forts. It was an open tract of
country, a sandy waste.a dejprt, where these forts were to
be built as defence* against the roving tribes of Indians.
Mounted riflemen were consequently the most efficient army
that could be employed, because it would combine the advan¬
ces of cavalry and infantry. It was the most appropriate
army for the service required ; and this was so obvious that he
did not deem it necessary to nay more as to the general design,
than that it was intendej that the troops should themselves
erect the works for those defences and should receive the same
rate of allowances as those made permanent by law for the
psv of cavalry, and a commutation for the spirit part of their
rations. The bill did not decide between stockades and block¬
houses nor did it provide as to the material to be used in the
construction, nor as to the places where they should be erected.
All this was left open for the decision of the Executive. Having
rent a copv of the bill to the Quartermaster General of the
armv, he had received from him an estimate of the expenses
cf equipment, Ace. ; and, in accordance with that estimate, he
would move to fill up the first blank by the insertion of the
sum of 576,500 With respect to the second blank to be
filled with the sum necessary for building the works, the
Quartermaster General had not spoken with any precision ; he
sjpp -sed, however, that $3,000 for each post would be suffi¬
cient. To this would have to be added some compensation to
the Indians for the use of the ground. He would therefore
prnspose that the latter blank be filled with the sum ol
$100,000. IMr. CALHOUN said he entirely approved of the measure,
and he would suggest to the honorable Senator to insert a cer¬
tain amount for each military station, in place of a round sum
for the whole.

.

Mr. BtXmiV, in accordance with this suggesUon, pro¬
posed a new clause, appropriating $3,000 for the erection ol
the works at each station, and $2,000 for compensation to the
Indians for the ground. *

_ .
>

,These an endmenU having been agreed to ir. Committee ol
the Whole, the "bill was reported to the Senate, with its amend¬
ments, and they were adopted.

,
'

.The bill was then ordered to I* engrossed and read a third
time, viz «

" A BILL to provide for raising a regiment of mounted rifle¬
men, and for establishing military stations on the route to
Oregon.
" He it enacted, lie. That there shall be raised one regiment

of mounted riflemen, to be composed and organized a-, follows,
to vit One colonel, one lieutenant colonel, one major, one

quartermaster sergeant, and two chief buglers, one adiutant
who shall be a lieutenant, one sergeant major, one chiel musi¬
cian and ten companies; each company shall consist of one

captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, (exclusive
of the adiutant lieutenant,) four sergeants, four corporals,
two buglers, one farrier, one blacksmith, and sixty-four
' "< gee, 2. Jind be it further enacted. That the officers, non¬
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates shall be en¬

titled to the same pay and emoluments as are allowed to dta-
roons, and that the farrier and blacksmith shall receive the
rime pay and allowances as are allowed to an artificer of ar-
tillerv.

, _ .. . , .n s,*. 3 Jind be it further enacted, That the said regiment
of riflemen shall be subject to the rules and articles of war, and
shall be recruited in the same manner as other troops in the
.ervice of the United States, and with the same conditions and
limitations ; and the officers, non-commissioned officers musi¬
cian*. privates, blacksmiths, and farriers shall be entitled to the
same provisions for wounds and disabilities, and the same pro-
-isions for widows and children, and the same allowances and
oenefits in every respect, ss are allowed to other troops com¬
posing the armv of the I nited States.
" Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That the non-commis-

sioned officers, musicians, and privates of said regiment, when
employed in constructing fortifications, making surveys, cut¬
ting roads or performing other labor, shall Iw allowed fif¬
teen cents per day «-»cli, with a commutation in money toi
the extra spirit ration, as provided by the act of the second
of March, one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, enti¬
tled ' An act to regulate the pay of the army when on fatigue
duty.'
" See. 5. ."itid br it further riiacteii, That the sum ofseven-

tv-six thousand five hundred dollars, lor mounting and equip¬
ping said regiment, be, and the same hereby is appropriated,
to be paid out of any moneys in theTreasu»*y not otherwise ap-nrcmriated.
" Sec. 6. .1nd he it twther enacted, Tl»at a snm not ex¬

ceeding three thousand dollars, out of any moneys in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, br-, and the same hereby
it appropriated, to defray the expenses of each military station
or defence which the President may deem necessary on the
line of communication trith Oregon, and a sum not exceeding
iwo thousand dollars for making compensation to the Indian
tribes wIimIi may own or postrss the ground on which the said
station may he ereeted, and for each station."

Mr. CRITTENDEN suggested that there should be some
hrnit to the appropriation, a* was the usual course in bill* of
thi« nature. At present it was without limit: the cost of
building stockades or forts might be extended to a million or
five millions of d ollar*, or a hundred thousand only. It seem¬
ed to him it would tie better to follow the usual and properand constitutional mode of legislation, snd affix some specificlimit to expenditures. The sum of three thousand dollars for
?he building; of each fort and two thousand for the purchase ofthe ground for each were appropriated, without specifying howmany forts were to lie built. He supposed it was not possiblethat more than a hundred thousand dollars would be expend¬ed t he would therefore propose that the bill be amended byadding the words " not exceeding in all one hundred thousanddollars"
Mr BENTO\ said he supposed the numlier of stations

w.*ild not exceed ten, and that would make the limitation fiftythousand.
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, fiftv thousand, then, I hop*will be the turn named.
Mr. BENTON said ii might 1* that |»-s* would Ik- suffi

<>ent it would hardly exceed one hundred thousand, at nil
event* The stations were to l*> erected by the soldiers them¬
selves, from the material most convenient and n.o«t suitable
ind that material he believed would lie found to be the sun-
drird bricks hr had spoken of yesterday. And, bv the way,
though he had rrcommended that aort of material for the coo
r.truction of the defence*, a* being proof against rifle bullet*,
he had not gone sr. far as he observed the Reporter* had gon»,
in Mating,that it would re«i*t all assaults.
The question was taken on the pasnage of the bill, and de¬

cided in the affirmative.
On motion of Mr. BENTON, the title of the bill was amend

ed so as to read as follow* «. A bill for raising a regiment of
mounted riflemen, and for establishing military stations on thr
route to Oregon."

IN TH1^0UStf>M^EPRENT£SATIVES.
Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL said he was instructed

by the Committee on Foreign Affair* to report a joint resolu¬
tion in relation to Oregon ; and, tor the purpose of affording
him an opportunity of doing so, he moved a suspension of the
rules prescribing the order of business-
The question being put, the rules were suspended ; and.
Mr. INGERSOLL reported the resolution, which was read,

as follows:
Resolved by the Senate and house of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the
President of the United States forthwith cause notice to be given
to the Government of Cirest Britain that the convention between
thu United States snd Great Britain concerning the territory of
Oregon of the 6th of August, 1827, signed at London.

Mr. C. J. Ino emboli, submitted, to be added to the resolu¬
tion, by way of amendment, the following

«. Shall be annulled and abrogated at the expiration ot the
term of twelve months from and after said notice shall be
given, conformably to the second article of the said convention
of the 6th of August, 1827."

The Clerk suggested that the resolution was not in the
usual form of joint i evolutions.

Mr. INGERSOLL inquired in what the difference consisted.
The Clerk. It reads, " Resolved, if the Senate concur."

The usual form is, " Resolved by the Senate and House of
Representatives," dcc.

Mr. INGERSOLL said he thought it would do very well;
if the Senate concur, that was enough.
The Clerk, however, by consent, conformed the resolu¬

tion to the usual formula.
Mr. INGERSOLL then said he wa« instructed by the Com¬

mittee on Foreign Affairs to move that the resolution be com¬
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union, and made the special order of the day for the first
Monday in February next.

Voices : " Oh net so long !.to-morrow.to-day.imme¬
diately !"

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS here asked leave to make u re¬

port from the minority of the coinuiittee on this subject, which
he said he was instructed to ofler as a substitute for the reso¬
lution reported by the majority of the committee; anil, as it
wns short, he hoped he should lie indulged in reading it.
The resolution having been reported without a title, the

Clerk gave it aB a title, " Resolution for giving notice to Great
Britain of the termination of the joint occupution of Oregon."
Mr. INGERSOLL. Oh, no; notjoint occupation. There

is nothing about joint occupation in the resolution. Strike
that out as fast as you can, and put in " to annul and abrogate
the convention between the United States and Great Britain."

Mr. DAVIS then submitted the report of the Minority of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, which he read himself
from the Clerk's table. It is as follows :

REPORT OF THE MINORITY.
The Minority of the Committee on Foreign Affairs ask

eave to report : That the third article of the convention he-
ween the United States and Great Britain, of October, 1818,
provides that any country that may be claimed by either party
>11 the northwest coast of America, westward of the Stony
Mountains, shall, together with its harbors, bays, and creeks,
ind the navigation of all rivers within the same, be free and
>pen for the term often years from the date of the signature of
he present convention to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of
:he two Powers, &c.
The convention between the same parties of August, 1827,

;n it* first article stipulates : " All the provisions of the third
. article of the convention concluded between the United States
1 of America and his Majesty the King of the United Kingdom
' of Great Britain and Ireland, on the 20th of October, 1818,
' shall be and they are hereby further indefinitely extended
' and continued in force in the same manner as if all the pro-
1 visions of the said article were herein specifically recited."
The second article of the latter convention provides : " It

' shall be competent, however, to either of the contracting
' parties, in case either should think fit, at any time after the
.20th of October, 1828, on giving due notice of twelve
' months to the other contracting party, to annul and abrogate
' this convention ; and it shall, in such case, accordingly
' be entirely annulled and abrogated after the expiration of the
'said term of notice."
In his message at the beginning of the present session of

Congress, the President states the purport of those articles,
ind recounts the several efforts made by our Government to
.rrmuiate by negotiation our conflicting claims with England
,n the Oregon country and, premising that all attempts to
compromise having foiled, concludes, " this notice it would,
' in my judgment, be proper to give ; and I recommend that
' provision be made, by law, for giving it accordingly, and
* terminating in this manner the convention of the sixth of
' August, 1827." The first, and a very grave matter for
inquiry is, whether the President can properly invoke Con¬
gress to aid him in giving this notice ; and whether the co¬

operation of the House, a branch of the law-making power,
and invested by the Constitution with no executive functions
whatever, can be properly united with the Presilient and
Senate in the act of giving this notice ? Cannot the notice
be given without the concurrence of the House } If it can
he, would not such an interference be without the scope of its
powera '

< ,

The House had no agency in the formation ot this crwven-
tion with England. It is a treaty with a foreign Government,
that was made properly, and that could only be made by the
President and the Senate. The sanction of the House was
never given to it, noi was this necessary for its full and com¬

plete effect. There are two modes by which this treaty may
be terminated ; first, by a declaration of war ; secondly, by
giving the notice of twelve months according to its stipulation.
In the first mod*, the concurrence of the House would be a

necessary constituent; and if the President had deemed that
the- best, it would not only have been proper, but indispensable,
that he should ask the co-operation of the House. But what
warrant has the House to act in the other mode of putting an
end to this treaty ' The Constitution no more confers upon
it any power or agency to terminate a treaty than to make one,
except only by a declaration of war, which dissolves all existing
treaties. The provision for the notice is a part, and an essen¬
tial part of this treaty. . The act ofgiving thia notice is a high
discretionary power, created not by the Constitution, but by
the President in negotiating, and by the Senate in ratifying,
a treaty with such a provision.

It is a treaty ot indefinite, hut still of temporary continu¬
ance. The treaty-making power might at any time, with the
ronaent of Great Britain, modify it, as once has been done.
The same power may at any time put an end to it, and its
existence is but the operating continuous will of this power
for that purpose. Its termination may at any time be effect¬
ed hv the withdrawal of the same will for its longer existence.
The House may, and often is required to exert appropriate
legislative powcre in the execution of treaties ; but this notice
is not one of that clam. It ha* no property of a legislative
power. It is executive in its essence, or it is, in our system,
of the nature of and incident to the treaty-making power. Jt
is a high discretion, pertaining not to our internal affairs, but
to our relations with a foreign Government, created by this
treaty-making power itself, resting with it, and depending
upon its will alone for the exercise. Suppose the President
of himself had given this notice, would it have terminated the
treaty ' Without deciding the grave problem of the validity
and effect of such notice, no one will hardly doubt that if he
had communicated with the Senate in secret session upon this
subject, and he, with the concurrence of two-thirds of that
body, had given the notice, it would have l>een done properly
and constitutionally. -

To give this notice rests projierly with the treaty-making
power. The maintenance of all our foreign intercourse per¬
tains to the President. He negotiates treaties, and submits
them confidentially to the Senate, which approves or rejects
them. Secret and confidential relations subsist between him
and the Senate, such as he does not and cannot have with
the House. A proper judgment upon a question of this
nature might depend upon a full knowledge, A all its minute¬
ness, of the existing diplomatic correspondence, pending pro¬
positions, verbal or written, and all the relations between our
Government and that of England. All this information the
President might communicate, under the seal of confidence
ami secrecy, to the Senate \ the House would have no right
to demand it of him, and it might be improper for him to im¬
part it j if he did, the House would be possessed of it subject
to no inviolability, and yet secrecy might be veTy necessary.
Suppose, too, the House should deckle against the propriety
of giving this notice, its judgment against that of the Presi¬
dent and the Senate would effect nothing practically. He and
two-thinls of that body could give the notice in defiance of the
House, and, whatever way it might act upon the subject, they
would constitutionally disregard and overrule. It is, then,
deemed to be clearly established that the House is not a ne¬

cessary paTty to give this notice ; that it might, in fact, be
given without. consulting it, and against its expressed
judgment.

It is not denied that the House might, in the form of reso¬

lution, express its opinion upon the subject of this notice, or

any such public matter appertaining to the General Govern¬
ment ; but then the resolutions would be merely abstract (»pin-
ions, of no practical operation, and having no authority but
their moral weight. The House by its resolution might de¬
clare that it was expedient or inexpedient to give this notice j
and if in the one form or the other, the President might or

might not give heed to, it. But it had no power to originate,
or to concur in a legislative proceeding, whether in the form
of joint resolution or bill, to autharizr this notice to be given.
It can neither qiw nor vrithhrilrl power to that end.

It is conceded that the concurrence of the How* in a reso¬
lution or bill authorizing this notice would not in any degree
*flert its validity. But it* adoption by the two departmentsof Government, in the form of a legislative proceeding, would
transfer it from the treaty-making to the law-making power i
aid in this mode the incidental but important question, whe¬
ther the assent of two-thirds of the Senate would be necessa
ry, might be evaded. It would also tend to break down the
partition of our Government among various branches, by mix¬
ing up the House in an operation which the Constitution had
entrusted to other functionaries. And why should the House,[ bjr a violation of all propnety in form, and without any effeo-

I tiva authority over the subject, make itaelf a party to thin pro¬
ceeding ' If the notice be expedient and proper, it ba» be¬
come no without it* met. It is rendered no by the refusal of
the President to arbitrate the controversy, and by his closing
further negotiation. These were his own acta, about which
this House had no constitutional right to interfere. I he Pre¬
sident aaked not its advice or mterpoeition in thein. Whe¬
ther they be proper or not, he alone was competent to their
performance, and he alone ought to be held responsible ; but
if the House thus irregularly unites in authorizing the notice,
it voluntarily assumes and divides this responsibility with the
President. If the House distrusted the President in this mat¬
ter, it might pass a monitory resolution operating morally to

quicken or restrain his action. But it is his business, not that
of the House. lu the present state of the question, without
expressing an opinion whether the notice ought or ought not
to be given, and as the solution of that question is constitu¬
tionally for him, or for him acting with the Senate, the House
ought to be content to leave him to his proper judgment, dis¬
cretion, and responsibility wherefore,

Retotved, That the question whether a notice to terminate
the convention between the United States of America and
Great Britain of October, 1818, and continued in force by the
convention of August, 1827, ought to be given, is not a matter
for the decision of Congress ; and upon it this House at the
present refrains from the expression of any opinion.

GARRETT DAVIS,
TRUMAN SMITH,
CALEB B. SMITH.

The SPEAKER here propounded the question on the com¬
mitment of the resolution and making it the special order for
the first Monday in February.

Mr. PRICE and Mr. KENNEDY inquired if the motion
could not be amended by atriking out " firat Monday in Feb¬
ruary" and inserting "to-morrow >"
The CHAIR suggested that, although it might be compe¬

tent to amend the motion in this way, yet tlie question, under
the rule, to put the longest duy first, would amount to the
name thing.

Mr. PRICE. I make the motion, sir, to amend the reso¬

lution by striking out "first Monday in February" and insert¬
ing "to-morrow."
The 8PEAKER entertained the motion, and stated the

question.
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, demanded the yeas

and nays.
Mr. SCHENCK said the motion to amend was not in or¬

der. And, after some conversation lietween Mr. 8. and the
Chair, the SPEAKER said, on reflection, he believed the
motion to amend wan not in order, nor was it the usual prac¬
tice. He would, therefore, put the question first on the long¬
est day.

Mr. THOMAS SMITH inquired of the Chair whether, if
the resolution should be merely committed to the Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union, without making it a

special order for any particular day, it would not be compe¬
tent for the committee to act upon the resolution at any time
when the House might be in Committee ol the Whole on the
state ot the Union }
The CHAIR answered in the affirmative.
The question was about to-be put on the motion of Mr. C.

J. Ihckrsoll to make the resolution the special order for the
first Monday in February next, when.

Mr. ADAMS said he was not in the House when the reso¬

lution wns brought in. He nuked that it be again read.
It was read accordingly.
Mr. ADAMS then inquired if the resolution had been re¬

ported lromthe Committee on Foreign Affairs ' And it so,
was it the direction of the committee that a motion be made
to make it the special order "for the first Monday in Feb¬
ruary >"

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL answered that the resolution
was the act of the Committee on Foreign Aflairs; and that
the motion to commit it and make it the special order was

made by direction of the committee.
Mr. GIDDINGS inquired if, ou the question of commit¬

ment of the resolution, the merits of the question could be
discussed '

,

The CHAIR answered that they could lie, to aome extent.
A long ami interesting debate here commenced, in continua¬

tion of the Oregon debate, which lasted during the week. The
speakers on this day weie Messrs. GIDDINGS, McDOW-
ELL, and RHETT.

MR. ADAMS.MR. CALHOUN.
In the course of the remarks of Mr. RHETT, of 8. Carolina,

he said that he was ready to go as far as Great Britain had
gone, or might go.step for step, measure for measure.in
relation to the Oregon territory. He went for getting Ore¬
gon in the only way in which it could be got. And yet
he was told that his honor demanded he should give this
notice, and end the existing state of things, without being
shown one iota in which national faith had been violated by
Great Britain. It had once been 6aid that killing one man

made a murderer, but killing a million made a hero. If a

man for gross insult called out and shot his fellow-man in
private war and personal combat, gentlemen branded him as

a felon, and would rejoice to see him swinging on a gibbet,
and yet they thought it honor to stand on a pyramid ofhuman
heada, and wade up to the ribs in human blood. In their
view this was heroism. It was not heroism.
War was always an enormous crime ; generally the crime

of both j>arties engaged in it, always the crime of one. And
no man, with a particle of humanity or of religious feeling in
his bosom, could look at it as any thing but the last, the very
last and most terrible resort. And even then war, as it was
usually conducted, effected far more evil than it ever did of
good. The only justifiable wars were wars against tyranny.
wars to prevent the imposition of chains.wars such as our

fathers engaged in in the Revolution, and wars to resist
such aggressions as were no longer tolerable.such as we had
resisted in our last struggle-

But now it was said that the South was afraid of war. It
could not support the President in a war. The North was

valorous ; the North was chivalric ; the North was ready,
prompt, and brave. It was the South that hung back. In
the last war the gentleman from Maaaarhusetts across the way
had showo himself a hero by voting against it, but now he was
rabid for wai with Great Britain. Though he said he wad for
peace, all knew that the tendency and the effect of his policy
was war.

Mr. ADAMS here rose to explain, and, Mr. Rhktt yield¬
ing to him the floor for that purpose, Mr. A. requested to
know whether tlie gentleman, in what he had just said about
a gentleman from Massachusetts voting against the last war,
had alluded to him ?

Mr. RHETT said that he had.
Mr. ADAMS. Then the gentleman is mistaken.
Mr. RHETT. At all events, he did not support it.
Mr. ADAMS said that the last war with Great Britain had

been commenced in 1812. Three years before that time, in
the year 1809, Mr. A. hail been appointed by the then Presi¬
dent of the United States, Mr. Madison, as Minister of the
United States Government to the empire of Russia, and he
had been so appointed in consequence of the support he had
for years given to the measures of Mr. Jefferson's administra¬
tion against Great Britain. These were facts.not known to
the gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. A. had thought that, little as might l« the importance
attached to his conduct, and little as there was of that con¬

duct known to the world, still he did suppose that the
gentleman from South Carolina might have known very dif¬
ferently from what he had now asserted, when he said that
Mr. A. had voted against the war or against the measures

which led to the war. The gentleman from South Carolina,
in his great anxiety to find fault with the gentleman from Mas¬
sachusetts, had used Mr. A. somewhat as, in the romance of
Don Quixotte, the knight wanted to use his squire when he
would have persuaded him to be lashed for the love of his
dulcina. Thus the gentleman seemed to ask that Mr. A.
should suffer for the sins of perhaps others from Massachu¬
setts. He had nothing to say of the ceurse of any gentleman
from Massachusetts. For himself, he cherished the profoupd-
est veneration and love for that State ; and, should he ever l>e
charged with giving his assent to any of the measures of Mas¬
sachusetts at that time, he hoped it woul.l be attributed lo the
ignorance of the honorable gentleman, and not to any malig¬
nant intention. [Sensation, and some manifestations of ap¬
plause ; but the Speaker called to order.]

Mr. RHETT resumed. The gentleman seemed to think
that not to know every thine about his history " argued him¬
self unknown for it was so very distinguished that all must
have noticed it. Now, Mr. R. did not know the fact to be
different from wliat he staled it, and, if it was a culpable ig¬
norance in a comparatively young politician not to know all
about the course of that gentleman, and where he had been
during every year of his life, Mr. R. must accept of the incul¬
pation. He could very truly say, however, that his attention
had lieen peculiarly drawn to his course in that House, be¬
cause his course there towards the South, at all times past since
Mr. R. had had a seat on the floor, had been such that, when
Mrv R.'s constituents saw that that gentleman hsd gone on

one side of any qu-stion, »hey thought it of course their duty
to go on the other. (A l:iugh.) But when the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. Ginniaus) and the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. Aiiams) came, as they had on this
occasion, into disastrous conjunction, they could not have
a moment's doubt; and, should Mr. R. fail to resist a con¬

junction like this, his people would not even give him
a hearing, but would at once put the black ball upon him.
The gentleman, however, knew that it might be the part
of wisdom in him, and of certain others with him, to go all for
war { but Mr. R. could not consent to vote for a war without
some adequate cause, ami especially when nothing whatever in
the shape of a cause was or could be shown. If a gentleman
in the South, with no more provocation, should call out his
fellow-citizen to personal combat, these gentlemen would with¬
out hesitation consign him to a felon's grave. \ et now they
were ready to peril life ami all things for national honor, when
not one of them was able to show even a shadow of dishonor
cast upon oar national escutcheon.

Mr. R. had been very sorry to hear a colloquy which passed
yesterday Itetween two gentlemen on his left. A gentleman
from New York (Mr. Paasrow Ki*«) had referred to an ex¬

pression of the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Douolass,)
who had said that there aeemed to be a frame playing in this

House ; and die New York geuUwmui, by way of tailing the
House what Uiut game «*iw, had pulled out of hi# P01*** »

copy of the l ime# newspaper of London, and had read an

extract, ui which it waa predicted that the South would not
so for thin Oregon war.
The paragraph had mentioned, however, but one name,

that of Mr. Calhoun; and, becauee Mr. Calhoun aial the
South would not go for this absurd war, the gentleman thought
it very clear that there wan a game playing in the Houae, and
the gentleman from Illinois thought the name. How any
gentleman could think, on such evidence, that a game, either
foul or fair, waa playing by the South, Mr. R. could not un¬

derstand. For himself, he had never dealt in imputations
against any man ; none had ever heard language ot that cha¬
racter from liis lips. But, as jhe gentleman had been ao kind
as to inform the House what waa said elaewhere ol Mr. Cal¬
houn and the South, he would take the liberty of telling the
gentleman, in return, what was said of him and thone who
voted with him in thu matter. It was said that this was a

quarrel got up for purposes of political power and of President-
making, and not for Oregon at all, that it waa a profligate
Humbling with the limbs and lives and blood and happiness of
the people of the United States, for an object like this, for the
gratification of a recklesa ambition.

Mr. Douglass inquired by whom such a charge was made
Mr. R. declined naming individuala, but he would tell that

gentleman also what was said. It was said, and with great
confidence, that the West wanted to have the next President,
and that they were raising a ferment, and exciting the people,
and urging on a war to effect that object. And to the gentle¬
man from New York he would aav, that of Win and some of
his colleagues it was said, that New York embarked ui this
cause because she was disappointed in the last Presidential
flection.the annexation of Texas having prevented her fa¬
vorite son from reaching the purple; and that now she
sought te wreak her vengeance 011 the South; and that they
and the people of the West together thought they should car¬

ry this Oregon'war like a whirlwind. It remained to be seen

whether this prediction was true. In the gentleman a news¬

paper but one name had been mentioned, but that one name
was a talisman and a clue to the whole policy.
This whole thing was said to be got up systematically lor

the purpose of securing the Presidential power, and for no¬

thing else under heaven. He could not say what the notions
which had actuated the gentleman from Massachusetts were ui

advocating this war measure and stirring up a war spirit. Pos¬
sibly it mightbe attributed to his dire, intense, unmitigated, unap¬
peasable hostility to every thing connected with the South. Mr.
R. stood here as a Representative of that people, of their inter¬
ests and their feelings. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. McDow-
klO had avowed it as hisduty to carry out the wishes of his con¬
stituents. Would he deny the like liberty to Mr. R. ? The peo¬
ple of the South saw nothing in this Oregon matter for which
the country ought to be plunged into a war, and did gen¬
tlemen expcct him to act in opposition to their wishes
Would they have him recreant to his constituents and to his
duty ? When war did come, they would be found true and
faithful. After having done what they could to preserve an

honorable peace, if fight we must, they would be found in the
tug, and wherever the battle was hottest, aa they ever had
been. But, believing as they did, that our Republican Gov¬
ernment, as such, was based on justice and on peace, they
were averse to all wars of aggression. Many desired a foreign
war to accomplish political objects at home ; but Mr. R. be¬
lieved in no such policy. No people ever preserved their lib¬
erty by wars of aggression ; on the contrary, all the Republics
of the world, as soon as they became aggressive in their en¬

terprise, lost it. On this subject, all history told one atoiy.
As soon as they Bought to rob and oppress others, they fell
under tyranny themselves. Mr. R. did not desire such a fate
for this Republic.

Ever since l\is manhood he had been struggling for political
reform, believing, as he did, that ours was the most magnifi¬
cent syatem of Government which the wit ot man, under the
blessing of God, had ever devised : he had sought to keep it

pure. He believed that peace was friendly to liberty, and that
it was in a state of peace that a system like ours could beat
accomplish, as it had accomplished, its highest and lta
noblest triumph, in promoting and securing the public happi¬
ness ; and he would not surrender it without reason:., and
strong reasons, to the heady head-strong current of popular
fury, or to the noise of political gabble.

Mr. R. had said nothing of the motives of gentlemen. He
meant no offensive personal alluaions. All he had said, he
bad said as a Southern Representative. He had no doubt
that the great impulses which urged gentlemen to action here
were to be found at their homes. He believed them upright,
as he knew that they were fearless. No people were bolder,
firmer, truer, more self-sacrificing; but they seemed to have a

different interest from the people at the South. The \V eat
was far secluded ; she had nothing to export. Hie South
had every* thing. They were remote from the immediate effects
of war_the South was directly exposed to them. And while
these were no reasons at all against a just war, they were

good and valid reasons for demanding a clear and just cause

for going to war, and for still cleaving to the blessings of
peace till such reasons were produced.
He had said nothing on the subject of negotiation.nothing

about the question at issue between ourselves and Great Bri¬
tain. That question was out of the caae. He would leave that
with the Executive. For himself, he did not believe that ne¬

gotiation was at an end ; but he left all reapoosibility on that
subject where the Constitution had placed it.it was with the
Executive. Mr. R. would not wrest it from him only to

precipitate things into a condition in which we must go on to
war, with all its desolations.
On the following day.
Mr. HILLIARD, who was entitled to the floor, rose to ad¬

dress the House ; but he yielded for a moment to.
Mr. PRESTON KING, who desired to make an explana¬

tion personal to himself. Mr. K. said that he found in the
report of the speech of the gentleman from South Carolina,
(Mr. Rhett,; as published in the " Union," the following
paragraph :

'«If not to the West, my remark* apply to the Northwest.
The gentleman from Illinois near him had said that a game
was plaving on this subject 5 and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. P. Kixo) had undertaken to tell us what the game
was. He pulled out a newspaper to show it to us. T he arti¬
cle which he read referred only to one individual, (Mr. t,al-
houn; ) and it was he w ho was playing a game for the preven¬
tion of such measures, but how, or with whom, was not ex¬

plained. The gentleman, however, intimated that there was

some duplicity in the movements against this bill."
Mi. KING went 011 to say that he had made 110 such

remark. While the gentleman from South Carolina was

speaking, the gentleman from Ill.nois (Mr. Doithlasb)
rose to explain, but the gentleman from South Carolina
refu-ed to yield the floor. Mr. K. repeated that he had
made no such remark ; but the gentleman from South Ca¬
rolina could fiad in the circumstances of the case, and in the
current of events, stronger evidence that an understanding had
been arrived at between the British Minister and our own Sec¬
retary of State that, if Great Britain would almtain from in¬
terfering in the Texas question, Oregon might be divided.
That the British Government seemed to have arrived at such
an understanding, we had seen. The American negotiator
was now in the Nenate, and we should see what his future
course would be. As to New York, and what the gentleman
from South Carolina thought she fclt about Ker disappoint-
rnent in the late Presidential election, it did not became Mr.
K. to say a word. Voices of the millions of her patriotic
sons had borne witness to her fidelity to Democratic principles,
and they felt great indifference to any questions of mere locali¬
ty, whether in the East or the Weat, whether at the North or

the South.
Mr. HILLIARD was insisting on his right to the floor, and

waa about to commence his remarks, when.
Mr. RHETT hop-d the gentleman from Alabama would

allow i»n opportunity of reply. Mr. R. had not been in
the House at the moment when the gentleman had eommenc-
ed his remarks, but he understood the gentleman as having
said that the country would see whether there had not been
an understanding between Mr. Calhoun and the British Min-
ister as to the course Mr. Calhoun should pursue. Was this
what the gentleman had said '

Mr. KING said he would endeavor to repeat the language
he had employed 1 and Mr. K. did accordingly repeat it near¬

ly, if not quite, word for word.
Mr. RHETT replied. If the gentleman intended to say

that, from the course Mr. Calhoun, as a llnittd States Sena-
tor, had taken, he would prolwbly pursue a certain course in
future, Mr. R. had nothing to sayi but if the gentleman
meant that any thing like a personal understanding had taken
place between Mr, Calhoun and the Minister of Great Britain
as to the course he should in future pursue, Mr. R. pro¬
nounced it an unfounded, unmitigated, nnd absolute untruth,

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL here wished to ask Mr. Kiko a

question ; but.
Mr. HILLIARD, who was entitled to the floor, absolutely

refused to yield it to any third party.
Many appeals were made to him, but in vain. He would

allow the gentleman from New York (Mr. Kiifa) a word ot
reply, but would yield the floor to none other.

Mr. KING said he should not retort on the gentleman from
South Carolina. What he had said, he had said, and the
gentleman from South Carolina was at perfect liberty to put
upon his words whatever construction he pleased.Here the colloquy dropped, and Mr. HiLUARn proceed¬ed to address the House.

Wninr.snjiT, J*?ir*at 7, 1846.
MR. ADAMS AND THE LAST WAR.

Mr. RHETT said that he held in his hand a report of his
remarks submitted to the House day before yesterday, which
he would read to the House. He then read from the "I nion
as follows :
" Mr. ArtjMs here rose, and, after Mr. R. had yielded the

floor for a brief explanation, inquired whether the gentleman
from South Carolina, in stating that the gentleman from M*#*
sarhusetts voted agaiuM the late war, had alluded to nim,
(Mr. Amis ')
" Mr. Rh*tt. I did.
" Mr. An***. Then, sir, the gentleman is mistaken.
" Mr. Khrtt. Well, then, the gentleman from Massachu¬

setts was opposed to the war.
_ . ..." Mr. Adams. If the gentleman from South Carolina wil

allow me, I will show that h« ia mistaken."

Mr. R. >M '>¦«' th* sumweuta tho. made, although imper
feet, weie sufficiently correct U> an*wer his purpuae*. He^
Mid, in the hurry ol debate, that the gentleman trom M*«*-
chutwtu had voted ifaiiul the war, but had promptly
ed it { but, having atrong iinprwauon. that die gentleman had
been oppowsd to the War, he only .taled what he believed.
Not having the document* at hand, ha acquieaeed at the time
in the gentleman'* denial. Since then he had gone to the
source* of hi* luipmrtun*, and, in order that he might not ap¬
pear to have made aaaertion* without caune, he now propo*ed to
Uv them before the Houae. In a letter dated September 30,
I ft 13 addiewed by the gentleman whilat our Ambaaaador in
St Peteraburgh to Mr. Monroe, our Secretary of State, tn
¦riviiur an account of the converaation between Count Kornan-*

ff the Russian Miniater, and himaelf, when proposing the
1 , n nf Russia states that he *aid to Couut Romanioft,

. Ku-i,, I knew il mm 1» highly Injun,,u. to the UntUd

. State* and England. /could set no good remit a, hkelyto
. S I a.y one" I have inferred «r. (continued

Mr Rhbtt ) that the gentleman would not "upport a warMr. RHsrr,)
,, ^ rettUlt da likely to anaeJ"one Certainly Home good mu*t be expectodfrom it to any one. J ? lf ^ l|arm

, ,. , u r aavitt Harris, previously our Consul to St.

aia at Ghent, to 1818. In ZiMmunchuoetU mud. speaking of the war, w i"^o.Go,«t, Having three frigaut. for a n.»y and
. ST^nt. fo. .n army, what could .. .«PJ« buuWe.« and diagrace." Now, with auch opmiona of the conditioii
f ti ijnited State* and the effect* of a war, I could make

C°UMr.gADAM8 7^ and, having obtLedleave from the
House, proceeded to make aome remark* in reply to what bad
f iilJTfrAm Mr Rhxtt. He said that certainly he had not
expected, after what had passed the other day, when the gen¬
tleman from South Carolina made the positive charge again.K having voted againat the last war with Great Bntain
and after Mr. A. had denied in the most explicit manner hav¬
ing ao voted, because he waaout of the country ; and after th
gentleman had then fallen back on the charge th* at ferthe
had not supported the war; and when Mr. A. thought
tliat he had aatia&ctorily proved this latter charge to be just a

unfounded as the otheJ/and hiuI added that he impued the
error of the gentleman merely to his ignorance, and not to any
malignant intention; and after the gentleman Ivad acknow-ledjfd the charge of ignorance, but had endeavored to take
off ita foree by insinuating that Mr. A. was not of im^rtanc*
enough for that gentleman to know what had been his course ,

aUer all this, he had not expected that the gentleman would^hifcharge in another form Hop
seemed attached to this idea, [a laugh,] and possibly

i ht be the result of that other false charge which the gen-L"!lrJSLt bin. Of in.eterate and .nappe..*Stoh".®yP.o th. Ch. inaomuch ««!»»«»..
enta of the gentlemen «.» Mr. A.'e name on on. *»«¦»»
question they expected of course to see the genUenmn a name

on the other side. But, be that as it might, Mr. A.had not
expected that a charge so explicitly denied and disproved
would be renewed in the form in which it was now brough
'"Hehad stated yesterday that the last war against Great Bri¬
tain haTcommeJed in 1*12 , that he had
vcars absent from the country in the service of the nation, in

a station aligned to him by the then
States (Mr Madison) on the very day after he had taken nis

.ton "lit of office'in the ch* of thi. Hon.. ; M****
these three years he had been engaged in supporting so far as

fcrsr
liance with that Power, and he had next been called to di
charge the same duty against Great Britain, when the Em¬
peror of Russia had changed his political rel*u°"B'
become the enemy of France and the close ally of Great Bn-S The queatton of war and peace had been determin^inthis country independently of any operations of Mr. A- VV ar

had been declared against Great Britain, and '^mediately al¬
ter and, as he believed, on the very same day, war had been£?laTd also between France and Russia. Ineonsequenced
this, Mr. A. had found himself the representative.;, with Great B.itain, while at the same time Great Bri¬
tain was the ally of the Emperor of Rus«a. Mr. A., under
these circumrtances, felt it to be his official du^ jupportthe interests of his own country in Qpposition ^hat all'ane^That he had done so, to the extent of his abilities, there were

among the public document, of thi* country voucher, which
would show. It was soon a&er thi. that the ^^" Chan¬
cellor Romanxoff had requested aninterviewwithhim, and
BH1d that it was bv direction of the Emperor that he had thus
applied to Mr. A. ; that the Emperor his master had seen with
ffreat reirret from the moment that he had become the ally ofG^tSn. that that Power and the l)nit«! Bute. ».e» at
war with each other, that the war w»» «ery injnnona to hnn,
and in his opinion was likely to prove not leas » to the Uni¬
ted States ; and he had then gone on to state that the Emperor
had directed him to inquire whether, li he .hould offer to ac

as a mediator between the parties, his mediation wouldac-"1*1 0n the part of the United flutes, and itwasthen thatmPa. had made those observations to Chancellor Ron«n'^which the gentleman from South Carolina had just read to the
House. Mr. A. had stated, in reply to the inquiry addresm
to him, that he wa* not authorised to say that the I mted
States would accept the mediation referred to, but had added
that the Government of the United States had entered into the
contest with great reluctance believing, "*eydid, h»
would be advantageous to neither party ; and further. t^t i

was Mr. A.'s own opinion that the mediation would be ac¬cepted, as he Sieved it to be the unanimous opinion of the
people of the United States that the sooner the war was closedIhe better it would be for all partiea. This was what the gen¬
tleman thought a conclusive proof that Mr. A. had been op¬
posed to the war. The gentleman might think so, but^ under
the circumstances of the case, he would leave it to that House
and to all mankind to say whether such was the just inference
that followed from these facta.
The United States and Great Bntaui were at war, but the

Emperor Alexander had furnished " ^^"'l^the iStodflag to convey the communication of his offer to the Tmr
States, passports having beet, obtained through the Bnti.h
Admiral for its .afe conveyance. But when the same off
had !>een submitted to the Government ol Great Bntain, she
had declined the mediation. Th. communication wa. duly
conveyed to the Pre.ident of the United States and this Go¬
vernment agreed on her part to accept the mediation. Had
Mr A. no ri*ht to infer fiom this immediate »nd fateful ac¬

ceptance of such an offer on our part that both the
and Congrew were against the war Certain y. Iflh(V'"
cumstances were admitfad a* valid proofafaiMt Mr. A^, they
presented prool equally strong again* President Mad'^on and
the Congress of th« Unite.1 States, for they accepted the me¬
diation ; and not only so, but immediately after a commission,
consisting of three individual., (of *hich number^MrA. had
had the honor to b* one,) w». appointed by the P»"lden^sanctioned by the Senate, and forthwith sent to the Court of
the Emperor. The persons to which the mediation was toM,' Albert Gallatin, the Hecretary ofthe
Treasury, Mr. Jan*. A. Bayard, a

guished member of the Senate and htortf. Mr GaUaUn
and Mt. Bayard came to St. Petersburg under h«"Pem
tion that Cireat Britain al«, might have
ror's friendly offer- This she had no', done, I)ut^n <fedfainng
the me.li.tion had expressly declare. th»t she¦ wm^^1negotiate independently of .ny me,hator. I h'ProP^lU.had been accepted on our

ditional comm.^oner. wrre s.ldejM ^^^Petrr»burD[, and thfl whole were diroc
«*SZiSm within "ome^^ ¦ "gJVSg

Z 1'fore^harge.l against him wa. net that he was oppo^d
ta butThat be had rontribu^l to conc rfe ¦a peace.
How far the latter fact wa. a proof of the former, Mr. A.J i I , to the gentleman's .ystem of logic to decide.
Mr A. hsd done the utmost in his power to contribute to theLti'v .>nce He had not heard any great com-pUm't'as'to the terms on which it was concluded. Certain
he was that when the feet was made known, it wa. generally
hailed as a fortunate circumstance to the country, m well as

to .11 the parties to the war.
In that treaty of Ghent there was an article whichprovlded

for the restoration of slaves which had been named off dunng
the contest, or for compensation for the taking .nd
of them away. Immediately after.the close of the war h
Government of Great Britain, in consequence of this irt cle,
was called on to make satisfaction to the sufferers (all ot
citizens of the Southern State.) for taking and ca^mf away
these slaves ; and so well satisfied had our own Government

|been with Ihe conduct of the Commissioners on that ^ns' '

that Mr. A., as one of them, had been nominatedbrPreri-
dent Madison and confirmed by the Senate as An*nc"°J? " |ister at the Court of Great Britain , in con-equence_ of which
it became hie fortune to be obliged to """"I*"1 pourt ln oppo.sufferers from the deportation of "'.**".* w ni.who de-sition to the portion taken by the British Mini.**, who de-

utexi thai they were under any obligation to dlt» *«. Mr. A.
bad remained at that Court two year* in his ofl kial character,
and during that time bad maintained, with all the power* he
¦xwietued, the obligation of that part of the tre »ty against the
whole reasoning force of the British MintaU y and Cabinet
In saying this ha apoke of circumataucea tlie r econl of which
might be found in the public documents of the country con¬

taining that correspondence. During those twro year# he had
maintained the cause ft the South in such a manner that on

his return he received from diatinguiahed indi viduals residing
at the South, and from several public ineetir, gs held in the
Southern States, the atrongeat expression* of their gratitude.
During these two yearn, however, the disput sd queation was

not aettled ; the two partiea interested differing aa to their con
struction of the article in question. That arti rle of the treaty
had been inserted in it by Mr, A., with the concurrence ol
the other Comnii-ionera, very atrongly in op "position to the
inclination* of the British Commissioners, b ut the causa ol
the claimant* had been maintained in auch a iu anner that they
finally yielded to ita inaertion. Great Britain had endeavored
very atrenuoualy to make her escape from the p ayment of these
indemnities. She denied the construction foi which Mr. A.
had pleaded, and when no underatanding coul« 1 be come to ui

regard to it between the Biitiah Miniatry and i nr. A. m Lon¬
don, or between Preaident Monroe and the I Iritiah Minister
here, the propoaition had been made by Mr. A. to refer the
arbitration of the difference to the Emperor Alt xander. Iney
came to tha Court of the Arbitrator, and by * succession ol
treaties between the three partiea.Great Brit; un, the United
States, and the Empire of Russia.had fipall; t terminated in
a sentence of the Emperor in favor of the clain »s of the South
for slaves lost and carried away during the wa r. The whole
management of that negotiation (and Mr. A. . lid not wish to
claim any credit which was not justly his due) had been con¬
ducted by himself.either aa American Minister at London or
as Secretary of State here.
Now, he wished every member of that Ho'ase who might

cherish any doubt as to any one of the positioi is he had just
taken, would only recur to the public document* published by
Great Britain on this subject, in which they vrouhl find the
whole official correspondence, from the time of the first nego¬
tiation of the treaty of peace down to the time when tha own¬
ers actually received the amount of their indemi utiea, and then
let them ask themselves whether that furnished any evidence
of Mr. A.'s inveterate hostility to the South.

This thing had happened once before m that House. Many
years ago Mr. A. had had some difference with a very distin¬
guished gentleman from South Carolina, who had rtiadeat
that time an imputation of this sort against Mr. A. He bad
referred that gentleman to these facta, though not then stated
by him as fully as they had now been, and that distinguished
man, after examining the evidence, had had the magnanimity,
not only to acknowledge his mistake, but to come to.Mr. A.
and to thank him for the services he had rendered to the South
in the whole course of that negotiation.

But the gentleman from South Carolina had been pleased
to cite another document, in confirmation of the charge made
by him that Mr. A. had been opposed to the last war. And
that was a letter written by Mr. A., during the negotiation at
Ghent, to Mr. Leavitt Harris at St. Petersburgh, in which
Mr. A. spoke somewhat slightingly of our state of preparation
for another campaign. This had been in November, 1814.
In that letter Mr. A. did state bis opinion of the probability
that, if we should enter on another campaign, it woukl prove
a very calamitous one to the country generally, and more par¬
ticularly to the South. But in all he there wrote he had said
nothing more than had been stated by Mr. Monroe, then Se¬
cretary of War, in his communications to Congress, and in
terms much stronger than those employed by Mr, A. But
had the Congress on that account ever dreamed of inferring
that Mr. Monroe was opposed to the war > The gentleman
had read a portion of Mr. A.'s letter, but he should have read
the remainder of it. Whether it had come to the gentleman a

knowledge or not, Mr. A. would not pretend to say. [A
laugh 1 Had the gentleman read this also, he would have
found there a full and explicit declaration that, notwithstand¬
ing the great inequality of the two countries in therr means to

carry on the contest, Mr. A. entertained no doubt that the va¬
lor and the public spirit of the people of the United States
would bring us out of the war with honor and glory. This
portion of the letter the gentleman had not read ; and Mr.
A. did not desire him to read it, because it would not suit very
well with the opinions the gentleman was now maintaining.
[A laugh. 1 Mr. A. went on to say that it had heretofore been
his fortune on more than one occasion to be brought before
that House as a sort of culprit, to be tried for sentiments and
feelings entertained and expressed by him respecting the in¬
terests and honor of his country ; and now another occasion
had been sodght by the gentleman from South Carolina, who,
when he had disavowed a knowledge of the tacts of the case,
after having made a positive charge against Mr. A., instead
of doing as a Christian and a gentleman should ha*e done, by
withdrawing the charge and making an apology, hadonly va¬
ried this accusation by giving it a different form. When he
came to the imlhtckcabile vulnwt, in the disastrous conjunc¬
tion between him and his friend from Ohio, the gentleman
touched on what Mr. A. supposed was the true motive of the
original charge, not to mention the probability of giving great
satisfaction to his constituents, not only by voting against him
on every occasion, but also by bringing a false charge against

In the sentiments Mr. A. had uttered in inference to the
great question now before the House, viz. the expediency of
riving notice to Great Britain of the termination of the con¬
vention of 1818, by which oar hands and feet were manacled
and fettered, so that we were prevented from the assertion and
the exorcise of our unquestionable right, Mr. A. had abstain¬
ed purposely from any reference to Northern or to Southern in¬
terests. He bad abstained from inquiring into any probable
consequences of the war, should war arise, either on the
North or the South. He knew very well that it would be
calamitous in ita consequences to both, but ha had declared
that it was not his belief that war would come. He now re¬

peated the expression of that belief. He said now that he did
not believe that a war on this matter woukl occur under any
circumstances.no, not if on the very day after wa gave the
notice we should march in our troops and take (Kisseasion of
the whole of the Oregon territory. He did not believe that
Great Britain would make war for such a cause, and he dkl
not believe that the people of Great Britain would support
any Ministry in going to war for Oregon, as conatituting a

part of the territory of the British empire.
But there were other circumstances which would prevent a

war ; and his greatest apprehension was, that it would be pre¬
vented by an ultimate backing out on the part of the Admin¬
istration from carryiqg out their own declarations and prin¬
ciples.

Mr. YANCEY here called Mr. Ai>aw* to order ; and, be¬
ing called on by the Chai* to state his point of order, ob¬
served that the floor had been allowed to the gentleman from
Massachusetts for the purpose of making a personal explana¬
tion, in reply to remarks of the gentleman from South Car<v
lina, (Mr. Rh*tt ;) but, instead of confining himself to this,
be was now discussing the question of the protmbility rf a
war with England, and was making reflections of an injurious
character on the Administration. Under these circumstances,
Mr. Y. felt it an imperative duty to call the gentleman to or¬

der, and to insist that he should not, without the leave of the
House, be permitted by the Chair to proceed any further.
The CHAIR pronounced the remarks of Mr. Adams to lie

irrelevant to the purpose for which permission had been given
him to occupy the floor. The gentleman must proceed in
order.

Mr. YANCEY insisted en his objection to Mr. Alums jro-
ceeding apy further without leave of the House.
Thf question being put on granting leave, it was earned iu

the affirmative by a very largo majority.
So Mr. ADAMS had leave to proceed , and, on resuming

his remarks, he said that he was sorry that the gentleman
should be so very averse to bis concluding what he was saying
in reference to the Administration. [A laugh.] But the
honorable gentleman need not be afraid ; there was no neces-

aity for a panic. [Increased laughter.] When the gentle¬
man called him to order he had done, or should shortly have
concluded, had he not been interrupted. He had been simply
answering to the charge which had been thought against him
by the gentleman from South Carolina. The gentleman had
said that in his remarks here Mr. A. had declared himself
averse to war, and yet that every body knew that what be had
said had a direct tendency to produce war. The gentleman
had not only made a false charge in respect to his tymngvoted against the war, but hail given hla own construction of
the object and tendency of Mr. A.*a jemarks, and had then
said that that wa* within the knowledge of all the wWd.
The gentleman had said that although Mr. A. disclaimed
all intention of exciting the country to a war, nnd had, on the
contrary, professed his abhorrence of wai; yet because, in his
opinion, Mr. A.'a remarks had a tendency to produce war, the
gentleman did not believe a word of h»s disclaimer.

Mr. RHETT here roae and Mid that he had not aaid any
¦urh thing,

Mr. ADAM8 here referred to the report of Mr. R.'a language.
Mr. RHETT denied the correctnena of the gentleman'*

atatcment. He denied that he had aaid that he did no* believe
a word. The gentleman aaid the report of hia remark* con¬

tained no auch language. He would aend the report acroan
to the gentleman and let him rend it for himaclf. [Mr. R.
here ml led a page, andgiving him two newapapera, aaid he
would aend the gentlenflm the report not only of the Union
hut of the Intelligencer also, that he might read them for bim-
aelf.j

Mr. ADAMH naked Mr. Rhktt to read the paoaage on thia
aubject, but Mr. R. declined and sent the report to Mr. A.'a
aeat. i

Mr. APAM8 here quoted the report aa given in the Intel¬
ligencer ( and rend the following rlauae from Mr. R.'a re¬
mark* "In the Inut war the gentleman from Manrarhuaetta
had ahown himaelf n hero by voting againat It, yet now be
waa rabid for a war with Great Britain, though he aaid he waa
for peace, yet every body knew that the tendency of hia re¬
mark* wan to produce war."

Mr. RHETT. That waa what I aaid.
Mr. ADAMS. Yea, and I inferred from thi* language that

he did not believe a word I aaid when I pcofeaead myself avort*


